
LESSON

There are two main parts of the Divine Liturgy & many smaller parts within it
Reference page 31 and the top portion of 32 & pages 45-47 from “Christ Amongst Us”

On Sundays, we go to church. The service we attend is called the Divine Liturgy. There 
are two main parts to this service. 

The first part is called the Liturgy of the Word. In the first part of this service, we hear the 
words of the apostles in the epistle reading and we hear the words of Jesus in the Gospel 
reading. An epistle is a letter written to a person or a group of people. In our parish, one of 
the chanters will stand in the front of the church and read a letter to us that one of the 
apostles wrote a long, long time ago or about something the apostles did in Acts. Next, 
we’ll hear a story from the Gospel from either our deacon or priest. Do you remember 
who wrote the 4 Gospels? (Sing - “Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John” again https://
youtu.be/nRK-v9M-CAI) Our deacon or priest will tell us a story about something Jesus 
said or did from the Gospel. After that, we oftentimes, listen to a sermon from Father. A 
long time ago, if you were not a Christian, then you had to leave the church at the end of 
this part of the liturgy.

The second part of the service is called the Liturgy of the Faithful. A long time ago, you 
could only stay for this part of the service if you were a baptized Christian who was 
prepared to receive Holy Communion. Who here is a Christian? Raise your hand. Then 
you would get to stay for this part of the liturgy if you lived back then. In the second part 
of the Divine Liturgy, we receive Holy Communion! Who looks forward to receiving Holy 
Communion? Raise your hand.
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WEEK 5: GENERAL STRUCTURE  
OF THE DiViNE LiTURGY 

PRE-K - KiNDERGARTEN

GOALS There are two main parts of the Divine Liturgy:  
Liturgy of the Word and the Liturgy of the Faithful

https://youtu.be/nRK-v9M-CAI


Visual & Tactile Activity:

Using the poster of the parts of the Divine Liturgy (or make a copy of it) included with 
the book, Christ Amongst Us, create a teaching resource to aid the children’s understanding 
of the two main parts of the Divine Liturgy.

Materials needed:
• 11x14 sheet of paper, or larger
• Poster (or copies) of the parts of the Divine Liturgy included in Christ Amongst Us, cut 

out each illustration separately
• Glue or tape
• Marker
• Pockets or plastic sandwich bags

How to make this activity / visual: https://youtu.be/K7noBBQJXtM
• Use what you have or can find - it doesn’t need to be exactly like in the video.
• The important thing is to convey to the children in a concrete way that the Divine 

Liturgy is separated into two main parts and what is happening in the Liturgy of the 
Word and the Liturgy of the Faithful.

• If you wish to include of photo of your parish’s iconostasis, it will help for the children to 
understand that it applies to them each and every Sunday.

Using the bi-fold “Parts of the Divine Liturgy” visual, explain to the kids that there are 
two parts that make up the Divine Liturgy.

Show the kids the left side flap: The first part of the liturgy begins with the priest saying, 
“Blessed is the Kingdom…” and ends with the Gospel reading. There are many things that 
happen during this part of the liturgy. (Open the pocket and show them the drawings of 
what happens during the first part of the liturgy.)

Show the kids the right side flap: The second part of the liturgy begins with with the priest 
unfolding a special cloth with an icon of Jesus on it while everyone else is singing the 
Cherubic Hymn. It ends with the dismissal when the Divine Liturgy is all done and it’s 
time to leave. (Open the pocket and show them the drawings of what happens during the 
second part of the liturgy.)
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https://youtu.be/K7noBBQJXtM


We’ll be learning about each of the parts of the Divine Liturgy during the weeks ahead.

Review Questions:

• Are there one or two main parts to the Divine Liturgy? (2)
• Is the first part of the liturgy called the Liturgy of the Word? (Yes)
• Is the second part of the liturgy called the Liturgy of the Faithful? (Yes)
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LESSON

There are two main parts of the Divine Liturgy & many smaller parts within it
Reference page 31 and the top portion of 32 & pages 45-47 from “Christ Amongst Us”

On Sundays, we go to church. The service we attend is called the Divine Liturgy. There 
are two main parts to this service. 

The first part is called the Liturgy of the Word. In the first part of this service, we hear the 
words of the apostles in the epistle readings and we hear the words of Jesus in the Gospel 
readings. An epistle is a letter written to a person or a group of people. In our parish, one 
of the chanters will stand in the front of the church and read a letter to us that one of the 
apostles wrote a long, long time ago or about something the apostles did in Acts. Next, 
we’ll hear a story from the Gospel from either our deacon or priest. Do you remember 
who wrote the 4 Gospels? (Sing - “Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John” again https://
youtu.be/nRK-v9M-CAI) Our deacon or priest will tell us a story about something Jesus 
said or did from the Gospel. After that, we oftentimes, listen to a sermon from Father. A 
long time ago, if you were not a Christian, then you had to leave the church at the end of 
this part of the liturgy.

The second part of the service is called the Liturgy of the Faithful. A long time ago, you 
could only stay for this part of the service if you were a baptized Christian who was 
prepared to receive Holy Communion. Who here is a Christian? Raise your hand. Then 
you would get to stay for this part of the liturgy if you lived back then. In the second part 
of the Divine Liturgy, we receive Holy Communion! Who looks forward to receiving Holy 
Communion? Raise your hand.
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WEEK 5: GENERAL STRUCTURE  
OF THE DiViNE LiTURGY 

1ST - 2ND GRADE

GOALS There are two main parts of the Divine Liturgy:  
Liturgy of the Word and the Liturgy of the Faithful

https://youtu.be/nRK-v9M-CAI


Visual & Tactile Activity:

Using the poster of the parts of the Divine Liturgy (or make a copy of it) included with 
the book, Christ Amongst Us, create a teaching resource to aid the children’s understanding 
of the two main parts of the Divine Liturgy.

Materials needed:
• 11x14 sheet of paper, or larger
• Poster (or copies) of the parts of the Divine Liturgy included in Christ Amongst Us, cut 

out each illustration separately
• Glue or tape
• Marker
• Pockets or plastic sandwich bags

How to make this activity / visual: https://youtu.be/K7noBBQJXtM
• Use what you have or can find - it doesn’t need to be exactly like in the video.
• The important thing is to convey to the children in a concrete way that the Divine 

Liturgy is separated into two main parts and what is happening in the Liturgy of the 
Word and the Liturgy of the Faithful.

• If you wish to include of photo of your parish’s iconostasis, it will help for the children to 
understand that it applies to them each and every Sunday.

Using the bi-fold “Parts of the Divine Liturgy” visual, explain to the kids that there are 
two parts that make up the Divine Liturgy.

Show the kids the left side flap: The first part of the liturgy begins with the priest saying, 
“Blessed is the Kingdom…” and ends with the Gospel reading. There are many things that 
happen during this part of the liturgy. (Open the pocket and show them the drawings of 
what happens during the first part of the liturgy.)

Show the kids the right side flap: The second part of the liturgy begins with with the priest 
unfolding a special cloth with an icon of Jesus on it while everyone else is singing the 
Cherubic Hymn. It ends with the dismissal when the Divine Liturgy is all done and it’s 
time to leave. (Open the pocket and show them the drawings of what happens during the 
second part of the liturgy.)
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https://youtu.be/K7noBBQJXtM


We’ll be learning about each of the parts of the Divine Liturgy during the weeks ahead.

Review Questions:

• Are there one or two main parts to the Divine Liturgy? (2)
• Is the first part of the liturgy called the Liturgy of the Word? (Yes)
• Is the second part of the liturgy called the Liturgy of the Faithful? (Yes)
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LESSON

There are two main parts of the Divine Liturgy & many smaller parts within it 
Reference page 31 and the top portion of 32 & pages 45-47 from “Christ Amongst Us”

On Sundays, we go to church. The service we attend is called the Divine Liturgy. There 
are two main parts to this service. 

The first part is called the Liturgy of the Word. In the first part of this service, we hear the 
words of the apostles in the epistle readings and we hear the words of Jesus in the Gospel 
readings. An epistle is a letter written to a person or a group of people. In our parish, one 
of the chanters will stand in the front of the church and read a letter to us that one of the 
apostles wrote a long, long time ago or about something the apostles did in Acts. Next, 
we’ll hear a story from the Gospel from either our deacon or priest. Do you remember 
who wrote the 4 Gospels? (Sing - “Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John” again https://
youtu.be/nRK-v9M-CAI) Our deacon or priest will read us a story about something Jesus 
said or did from the Gospel. After that, we oftentimes, listen to a sermon from Father. A 
long time ago, if you were not a Christian, then you had to leave the church at the end of 
this part of the liturgy.

The second part of the service is called the Liturgy of the Faithful. A long time ago, you 
could only stay for this part of the service if you were a baptized Christian who was 
prepared to receive Holy Communion. Who here is a Christian? Raise your hand. Then 
you would get to stay for this part of the liturgy if you lived back then. In the second part 
of the Divine Liturgy, we receive Holy Communion! Who looks forward to receiving Holy 
Communion? Raise your hand.
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WEEK 5: GENERAL STRUCTURE  
OF THE DiViNE LiTURGY 

3RD - 5TH GRADE

GOALS There are two main parts of the Divine Liturgy:  
Liturgy of the Word and the Liturgy of the Faithful

https://youtu.be/nRK-v9M-CAI


Visual & Tactile Activity:

Using the poster of the parts of the Divine Liturgy (or make a copy of it) included with 
the book, Christ Amongst Us, create a teaching resource to aid the children’s understanding 
of the two main parts of the Divine Liturgy.

Materials needed:
• 11x14 sheet of paper, or larger
• Poster (or copies) of the parts of the Divine Liturgy included in Christ Amongst Us, cut 

out each illustration separately
• Glue or tape
• Marker
• Pockets or plastic sandwich bags

How to make this activity / visual: https://youtu.be/K7noBBQJXtM
• Use what you have or can find - it doesn’t need to be exactly like in the video.
• The important thing is to convey to the children in a concrete way that the Divine 

Liturgy is separated into two main parts and what is happening in the Liturgy of the 
Word and the Liturgy of the Faithful.

• If you wish to include of photo of your parish’s iconostasis, it will help for the children to 
understand that it applies to them each and every Sunday.

Using the bi-fold “Parts of the Divine Liturgy” visual, explain to the kids that there are 
two parts that make up the Divine Liturgy.

Show the kids the left side flap: The first part of the liturgy begins with the priest saying, 
“Blessed is the Kingdom…” and ends with the Gospel reading. There are many things that 
happen during this part of the liturgy. (Open the pocket and show them the drawings of 
what happens during the first part of the liturgy.)

Show the kids the right side flap: The second part of the liturgy begins with with the priest 
unfolding a special cloth with an icon of Jesus on it while everyone else is singing the 
Cherubic Hymn. It ends with the dismissal when the Divine Liturgy is all done and it’s 
time to leave. (Open the pocket and show them the drawings of what happens during the 
second part of the liturgy.)
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https://youtu.be/K7noBBQJXtM


We’ll be learning about each of the parts of the Divine Liturgy during the weeks ahead.

Review Questions:

• Are there one or two main parts to the Divine Liturgy? (2)
• Is the first part of the liturgy called the Liturgy of the Word? (Yes)
• Is the second part of the liturgy called the Liturgy of the Faithful? (Yes)
• When does the second part of the Divine Liturgy begin? (After the Gospel / When we 

start singing the Cherubic Hymn)
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LESSON

There are two main parts of the Divine Liturgy &  
they are comprised of many additional parts within each

Choose: Explain the following to your students or read page 31 and the top portion of 32 
& pages 45-47 from “Christ Amongst Us” with your students.

The Divine Liturgy has two main parts. The first part of the liturgy is called the Liturgy of 
the Word. It is also referred to as the Liturgy of the Catechumens. Both of these names tell 
us a little bit about what happens during this part of the service. This is the teaching 
portion of the service for the catechumens (those learning about Orthodoxy, but are not 
Orthodox) and the faithful (those who have been baptized or chrismated Orthodox 
Christians) alike. We listen and learn about the acts and teachings of the apostles (epistle 
reading) and then the Word of God (Gospel reading). This portion of the liturgy begins 
with the priest singing, “Blessed is the Kingdom…” and ends after the reading of the 
Gospel.

The second part of the liturgy is called the Liturgy of the Faithful. Long ago, those who 
were not baptized Christians would be asked to leave the church at the end of the Liturgy 
of the Word. Only those who were baptized Christians and properly prepared to receive 
Holy Communion could stay for the rest of the liturgy. During this portion of the service, 
everything we do leads up to receiving Holy Communion.

We’ll be learning about each of the parts of the Divine Liturgy during the weeks ahead, 
but today we are focusing on these two main portions.
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WEEK 5: GENERAL STRUCTURE  
OF THE DiViNE LiTURGY 

MiDDLE SCHOOL

GOALS There are two main parts of the Divine Liturgy:  
Liturgy of the Word and the Liturgy of the Faithful



Using a chalk board or dry erase board, create a written visual to help your students frame 
the lesson in their mind:

Review and Discussion Questions:
• The Divine Liturgy has how many main parts? (2)
• What is the name of the first part of the Divine Liturgy? (Liturgy of the Word)
• Is there another name for the first part of the Divine Liturgy as well? (Liturgy of the 

Catechumen)
• What is the name of the second part of the Divine Liturgy? (Liturgy of the Faithful)
• Who is a catechumen? (Someone learning about Orthodox Christianity)
• When we refer to the faithful, who are we referring to? (Those who are baptized and 

live their faith)
• In the early Church, who could be present for the Liturgy of the Word? (Both 

catechumens and the faithful)
• In the early Church, who could be present for the Liturgy of the Faithful? (Only the 

faithful - those who had been baptized)
• When does the Liturgy of the Word begin and end? (Begins: When the priest sings, 

“Blessed is the Kingdom…” and ends after the Gospel reading)
• When does the Liturgy of the Faithful begin and end? (Begins: With the priest 

unfolding the cloth with the icon of Christ on it - the Antimension - while the Cherubic 
Hymn is sung. Ends: With the dismissal and blessing from the priest)
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LESSON

There are two main parts of the Divine Liturgy &  
they are comprised of many additional parts within each

Choose: Explain the following to your students or read page 31 and the top portion of 32 
& pages 45-47 from “Christ Amongst Us” with your students.

The Divine Liturgy has two main parts. The first part of the liturgy is called the Liturgy of 
the Word. It is also referred to as the Liturgy of the Catechumens. Both of these names tell 
us a little bit about what happens during this part of the service. This is the teaching 
portion of the service for the catechumens (those learning about Orthodoxy, but are not 
Orthodox) and the faithful (those who have been baptized or chrismated Orthodox 
Christians) alike. We listen and learn about the acts and teachings of the apostles (epistle 
reading) and then the Word of God (Gospel reading). This portion of the liturgy begins 
with the priest singing, “Blessed is the Kingdom…” and ends after the reading of the 
Gospel.

The second part of the liturgy is called the Liturgy of the Faithful. Long ago, those who 
were not baptized Christians would be asked to leave the church at the end of the Liturgy 
of the Word. Only those who were baptized Christians and properly prepared to receive 
Holy Communion could stay for the rest of the liturgy. During this portion of the service, 
everything we do leads up to receiving Holy Communion.

We’ll be learning about each of the parts of the Divine Liturgy during the weeks ahead, 
but today we are focusing on these two main portions.
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WEEK 5: GENERAL STRUCTURE  
OF THE DiViNE LiTURGY 

HiGH SCHOOL

GOALS There are two main parts of the Divine Liturgy:  
Liturgy of the Word and the Liturgy of the Faithful



Using a chalk board or dry erase board, create a written visual to help your students frame 
the lesson in their mind:

Review and Discussion Questions:
• The Divine Liturgy has how many main parts? (2)
• What is the name of the first part of the Divine Liturgy? (Liturgy of the Word)
• Is there another name for the first part of the Divine Liturgy as well? (Liturgy of the 

Catechumen)
• What is the name of the second part of the Divine Liturgy? (Liturgy of the Faithful)
• Who is a catechumen? (Someone learning about Orthodox Christianity)
• When we refer to the faithful, who are we referring to? (Those who are baptized and 

live their faith)
• In the early Church, who could be present for the Liturgy of the Word? (Both 

catechumens and the faithful)
• In the early Church, who could be present for the Liturgy of the Faithful? (Only the 

faithful - those who had been baptized)
• When does the Liturgy of the Word begin and end? (Begins: When the priest sings, 

“Blessed is the Kingdom…” and ends after the Gospel reading)
• When does the Liturgy of the Faithful begin and end? (Begins: With the priest 

unfolding the cloth with the icon of Christ on it - the Antimension - while the Cherubic 
Hymn is sung. Ends: With the dismissal and blessing from the priest)
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