
LESSON

Refer to pages 25 - 30 in Christ Amongst Us
Visual Aid: Build Your Own Bishop, Priest, Deacon

YouTube: Vested in Grace - The Liturgical Dress of Orthodox Clergy
https://youtu.be/dWxTqhPmD_Y

(Show picture of Deacon George and Father Vasile) A deacon is a helper to a priest or bishop.
He will assist them during church services and also with other tasks such as visiting the 
sick, helping people in need, or however else they are asked to aid their priest or bishop. 
Not every parish has a deacon, but we have one! His name is Deacon George. 

A priest is a helper to his bishop. A priest will lead and teach the people at a church about 
God. He will celebrate all of the services at the church (such as the Divine Liturgy) and 
also the sacraments (such as weddings and baptisms). Every Orthodox church has at least 
one priest and some have many. Our priest is Father Vasile.

(Show picture of Metropolitan Isaiah) A bishop is responsible for a group of priests and 
deacons. Our bishop lives in Denver, Colorado. He talks to his priests about news or 
things they need to know, guides them with instruction, and also visits them at their 
church as often as possible. Our bishop is Metropolitan Isaiah of Denver.
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WEEK 21:  SiGHT - CLERGY & VESTMENTS 

PRE-K - KiNDERGARTEN

GOALS
What is the role of a deacon, priest, and bishop?

Explain one way you can tell the difference a deacon, priest, 
and bishop when they are wearing their vestments.

https://youtu.be/dWxTqhPmD_Y


YOUTUBE VIDEO - https://youtu.be/dWxTqhPmD_Y 
VESTED IN GRACE: THE LITURGICAL DRESS OF ORTHODOX CLERGY

This video is less than 14 minutes in length. It’s up to you if you’d like to share the video 
with your class or watch it yourselves in order to prepare for your lesson on vestments. 
My 5 and 7 year olds were glued to this video, so it can definitely hold the younger kids’ 
attention as well as the older kids.

WHAT ARE VESTMENTS?
When you see a deacon, priest, or bishop at church are they wearing normal every day 
clothes during the Divine Liturgy or special clothes you only see when you walk into an 
Orthodox church?  
(They wear special clothes)

Do you know what their special clothes are called? (Vestments)
You can tell the difference between a deacon, priest, and bishop by looking at the type of 
vestments they are wearing.

VESTMENTS FOR A DEACON:
(If you are not sharing the YouTube video with your class, please use the vestment visuals from 
Build Your Own Bishop, Priest, Deacon)

A deacon says special prayers before putting on each piece of his vestments. 
• The first garment he puts on is the sticharion or tunic. 
• Next, he puts on his epimanikia or cuffs. 
• Finally, he puts on his orarion or stole/scarf. 

We know a deacon is a deacon by seeing his orarion or deacon’s stole. Let’s look at 
Deacon George’s picture and see if he’s wearing one.
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https://youtu.be/dWxTqhPmD_Y


VESTMENTS FOR A PRIEST:
A priest also says special prayers before putting on each piece of his vestments. 
• He also wears a sticharion or tunic (but it’s white) and epimanikia or cuffs. 
• A priest also puts on a epitrachelion or stole, but this looks different than a deacon’s 

stole.
• A zone or belt around his waist
• A phelonion or robe around his shoulders
• Some priests will also wear an epigonation and a cross, if they receive a clerical rank 

such as father confessor, oikonomos, or protopresbyteros

We know a priest is a priest by seeing his epitrachelion or stole. Let’s look at Fr. 
Vasile’s picture and see if he’s wearing one.

VESTMENTS FOR A BISHOP:

A bishop also says special prayers before putting on each of his vestments, just like a 
deacon and priest. There are a lot of pieces to his vestments and a deacon often helps him 
put them all on.
• He also wears a white sticharion or tunic
• A bishop’s stole
• A bishop’s belt
• Cuffs
• A sakkos
• An epigonation or bishop’s sword
• A bishop’s omophorion or scarf
• A cross
• A bishop’s mitre or crown
• A staff

We know a bishop is a bishop primarily by his sakkos, but we can also easily recognize 
him if he’s wearing his crown and holding his staff.
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REVIEW:
• What does a deacon do? (He helps a priest or bishop)
• What does a priest do? (He celebrates the services and sacraments at a church. He also 

leads and teaches the people at the church.)
• What does a bishop do? (He is responsible for a group of priests and deacons.)
• How can we recognize a deacon?  

(Show photo or visual: He is wearing a stole around his shoulder)
• How can we recognize a priest?  

(Show photo or visual: He is wearing a stole around his neck.)
• How can we recognize a bishop?  

(Show photo or visual: He is wearing a sakkos, which looks like a fancy tunic or robe.)
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DEACON GEORGE AND FATHER VASiLE 
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METROPOLiTAN ISAiAH 
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LESSON

Refer to pages 25 - 30 in Christ Amongst Us
Visual Aid: Build Your Own Bishop, Priest, Deacon

YouTube: Vested in Grace - The Liturgical Dress of Orthodox Clergy
https://youtu.be/dWxTqhPmD_Y

(Show picture of Deacon George and Father Vasile) A deacon is a helper to a priest or bishop.
He will assist them during church services and also with other tasks such as visiting the 
sick, helping people in need, or however else they are asked to aid their priest or bishop. 
Not every parish has a deacon, but we have one! His name is Deacon George. 

A priest is a helper to his bishop. A priest will lead and teach the people at a church about 
God. He will celebrate all of the services at the church (such as the Divine Liturgy) and 
also the sacraments (such as weddings and baptisms). Every Orthodox church has at least 
one priest and some have many. Our priest is Father Vasile.

(Show picture of Metropolitan Isaiah) A bishop is responsible for a group of priests and 
deacons. Our bishop lives in Denver, Colorado. He talks to his priests about news or 
things they need to know, guides them with instruction, and also visits them at their 
church as often as possible. Our bishop is Metropolitan Isaiah of Denver.
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WEEK 21:  SiGHT - CLERGY & VESTMENTS 

1ST - 2ND GRADE

GOALS
What is the role of a deacon, priest, and bishop?

Explain one way you can tell the difference a deacon, priest, 
and bishop when they are wearing their vestments.

https://youtu.be/dWxTqhPmD_Y


YOUTUBE VIDEO - https://youtu.be/dWxTqhPmD_Y 
VESTED IN GRACE: THE LITURGICAL DRESS OF ORTHODOX CLERGY

This video is less than 14 minutes in length. It’s up to you if you’d like to share the video 
with your class or watch it yourselves in order to prepare for your lesson on vestments. 
My 5 and 7 year olds were glued to this video, so it can definitely hold the younger kids’ 
attention as well as the older kids.

WHAT ARE VESTMENTS?
When you see a deacon, priest, or bishop at church are they wearing normal every day 
clothes during the Divine Liturgy or special clothes you only see when you walk into an 
Orthodox church?  
(They wear special clothes)

Do you know what their special clothes are called? (Vestments)
You can tell the difference between a deacon, priest, and bishop by looking at the type of 
vestments they are wearing.

VESTMENTS FOR A DEACON:
(If you are not sharing the YouTube video with your class, please use the vestment visuals from 
Build Your Own Bishop, Priest, Deacon)

A deacon says special prayers before putting on each piece of his vestments. 
• The first garment he puts on is the sticharion or tunic. 
• Next, he puts on his epimanikia or cuffs. 
• Finally, he puts on his orarion or stole/scarf. 

We know a deacon is a deacon by seeing his orarion or deacon’s stole. Let’s look at 
Deacon George’s picture and see if he’s wearing one.
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https://youtu.be/dWxTqhPmD_Y


VESTMENTS FOR A PRIEST:
A priest also says special prayers before putting on each piece of his vestments. 
• He also wears a sticharion or tunic (but it’s white) and epimanikia or cuffs. 
• A priest also puts on a epitrachelion or stole, but this looks different than a deacon’s 

stole.
• A zone or belt around his waist
• A phelonion or robe around his shoulders
• Some priests will also wear an epigonation and a cross, if they receive a clerical rank 

such as father confessor, oikonomos, or protopresbyteros

We know a priest is a priest by seeing his epitrachelion or stole. Let’s look at Fr. 
Vasile’s picture and see if he’s wearing one.

VESTMENTS FOR A BISHOP:

A bishop also says special prayers before putting on each of his vestments, just like a 
deacon and priest. There are a lot of pieces to his vestments and a deacon often helps him 
put them all on.
• He also wears a white sticharion or tunic
• A bishop’s stole
• A bishop’s belt
• Cuffs
• A sakkos
• An epigonation or bishop’s sword
• A bishop’s omophorion or scarf
• A cross
• A bishop’s mitre or crown
• A staff

We know a bishop is a bishop primarily by his sakkos, but we can also easily recognize 
him if he’s wearing his crown and holding his staff.
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REVIEW:
• What does a deacon do? (He helps a priest or bishop)
• What does a priest do? (He celebrates the services and sacraments at a church. He also 

leads and teaches the people at the church.)
• What does a bishop do? (He is responsible for a group of priests and deacons.)
• How can we recognize a deacon?  

(Show photo or visual: He is wearing a stole around his shoulder)
• How can we recognize a priest?  

(Show photo or visual: He is wearing a stole around his neck.)
• How can we recognize a bishop?  

(Show photo or visual: He is wearing a sakkos, which looks like a fancy tunic or robe.)
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DEACON GEORGE AND FATHER VASiLE 
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LESSON

Refer to pages 25 - 30 in Christ Amongst Us
YouTube: Vested in Grace - The Liturgical Dress of Orthodox Clergy

https://youtu.be/dWxTqhPmD_Y

(Show picture of Deacon George and Father Vasile) A deacon is a helper to a priest or bishop.
He will assist them during church services and also with other tasks such as visiting the 
sick, helping people in need, or however else they are asked to aid their priest or bishop. 
Oftentimes, when a parish has a deacon, he is chosen from the parish community and 
ordained. Deacons can be married, but if they are ordained before they are married, then 
they stay unmarried all of their life. Some parishes have a deacon and some do not. Our 
deacon is Deacon George.

A priest is a helper to his bishop. A priest will lead and teach the people at a church about 
God. He will celebrate all of the services at the church (such as the Divine Liturgy) and 
also the sacraments (such as weddings and baptisms). Priests attend special schools where 
they are trained for teaching and leading their parish community. Priests can be married, 
but if they are ordained before they are married, then they stay unmarried all of their life. 
Every Orthodox church has at least one priest and some have many. Our priest is Father 
Vasile.
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WEEK 21:  SiGHT - CLERGY & VESTMENTS 

3RD - 5TH GRADE

GOALS
What is the role of a deacon, priest, and bishop?

Explain one way you can tell the difference a deacon, priest, 
and bishop when they are wearing their vestments.

https://youtu.be/dWxTqhPmD_Y


(Show picture of Metropolitan Isaiah) A bishop is responsible for a group of priests and 
deacons. He talks to his priests about news or things they need to know, guides them with 
instruction, and also visits them at their church as often as possible. Bishops also attended 
special schools where they learned about teaching and leading people about God. Bishops 
do not get married. Our bishop lives in Denver, Colorado and is Metropolitan Isaiah of 
Denver.

WHAT ARE VESTMENTS?
Vestments are the special clothing that you see a deacon, priest, or bishop wearing when 
they are serving the Divine Liturgy. You can tell the difference between a deacon, priest, 
and bishop by looking at the type of vestments they are wearing.

YOUTUBE VIDEO - https://youtu.be/dWxTqhPmD_Y 

VESTED IN GRACE: THE LITURGICAL DRESS OF ORTHODOX CLERGY

This video is less than 14 minutes in length and gives an excellent explanation of the 
different vestments of a deacon, priest, and bishop.

VESTMENTS FOR A DEACON:

A deacon says special prayers before putting on each piece of his vestments. 
• The first garment he puts on is the sticharion or tunic. 
• Next, he puts on his epimanikia or cuffs. 
• Finally, he puts on his orarion or stole/scarf. 

We know a deacon is a deacon by seeing his orarion or deacon’s stole. Let’s look at 
Deacon George’s picture and see if he’s wearing one.
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https://youtu.be/dWxTqhPmD_Y


VESTMENTS FOR A PRIEST:
A priest also says special prayers before putting on each piece of his vestments. 
• He also wears a sticharion or tunic (but it’s white) and epimanikia or cuffs. 
• A priest also puts on a epitrachelion or stole. This looks different than a deacon’s stole.
• A zone or belt around his waist
• A phelonion or robe around his shoulders
• Some priests will also wear an epigonation and a cross, if they receive a clerical rank 

such as father confessor, oikonomos, or protopresbyteros

We know a priest is a priest by seeing his epitrachelion or stole. Let’s look at Fr. 
Vasile’s picture and see if he’s wearing one.

VESTMENTS FOR A BISHOP:

A bishop also says special prayers before putting on each of his vestments. There are a lot 
of pieces to his vestments.
• He also wears a white sticharion or tunic
• A bishop’s stole
• A bishop’s belt
• Cuffs
• A sakkos
• A epigonation or bishop’s sword
• A bishop’s omophorion or scarf
• A cross
• A bishop’s mitre or crown
• A staff

We know a bishop is a bishop primarily by his sakkos, but we can also easily recognize 
him if he’s wearing his crown and holding his staff.

Illumination Learning www.illumination-learning.com



REVIEW:
• What does a deacon do? (He helps a priest or bishop)
• What does a priest do? (He celebrates the services and sacraments at a church. He also 

leads and teaches the people at the church.)
• What does a bishop do? (He is responsible for a group of priests and deacons.)
• How can we recognize a deacon?  

(He is wearing a stole around his shoulder)
• How can we recognize a priest?  

(He is wearing a stole around his neck.)
• How can we recognize a bishop?  

(He is wearing a sakkos, which looks like a fancy tunic or robe.)
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DEACON GEORGE AND FATHER VASiLE 
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LESSON

Refer to pages 25 - 30 in Christ Amongst Us
YouTube: Vested in Grace - The Liturgical Dress of Orthodox Clergy

https://youtu.be/dWxTqhPmD_Y

(Show picture of Deacon George and Father Vasile) A deacon is a helper to a priest or bishop.
He will assist them during church services and also with other tasks such as visiting the 
sick, helping people in need, or however else they are asked to aid their priest or bishop. 
Oftentimes, when a parish has a deacon, he is chosen from the parish community and 
ordained. Deacons can be married, but if they are ordained before they are married, then 
they stay unmarried all of their life. Some parishes have a deacon and some do not. Our 
deacon is Deacon George.

A priest is a helper to his bishop. A priest will lead and teach the people at a church about 
God. He will celebrate all of the services at the church (such as the Divine Liturgy) and 
also the sacraments (such as weddings and baptisms). Priests attend special schools where 
they are trained for teaching and leading their parish community. Priests can be married, 
but if they are ordained before they are married, then they stay unmarried all of their life. 
Every Orthodox church has at least one priest and some have many. Our priest is Father 
Vasile.
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WEEK 21:  SiGHT - CLERGY & VESTMENTS 

MiDDLE SCHOOL

GOALS
What is the role of a deacon, priest, and bishop?

Explain one way you can tell the difference a deacon, priest, 
and bishop when they are wearing their vestments.

https://youtu.be/dWxTqhPmD_Y


(Show picture of Metropolitan Isaiah) A bishop is responsible for a group of priests and 
deacons. He talks to his priests about news or things they need to know, guides them with 
instruction, and also visits them at their church as often as possible. Bishops also attended 
special schools where they learned about teaching and leading people about God. Bishops 
do not get married. Our bishop lives in Denver, Colorado and is Metropolitan Isaiah of 
Denver.

WHAT ARE VESTMENTS?
Vestments are the special clothing that you see a deacon, priest, or bishop wearing when 
they are serving the Divine Liturgy. You can tell the difference between a deacon, priest, 
and bishop by looking at the type of vestments they are wearing.

The colors of the vestments have meaning as well. Certain colors will be worn for specific 
feast days or periods of the year. For example, throughout most of Great Lent, you will see 
the clergy wearing purple vestments. For Pascha, the clergy will be wearing white 
vestments.

YOUTUBE VIDEO - https://youtu.be/dWxTqhPmD_Y 

VESTED IN GRACE: THE LITURGICAL DRESS OF ORTHODOX CLERGY

This video is less than 14 minutes in length and gives an excellent explanation of the 
different vestments of a deacon, priest, and bishop.

VESTMENTS FOR A DEACON:

A deacon says special prayers before putting on each piece of his vestments. 
• The first garment he puts on is the sticharion or tunic. 
• Next, he puts on his epimanikia or cuffs. 
• Finally, he puts on his orarion or stole/scarf. 

We know a deacon is a deacon by seeing his orarion or deacon’s stole. Let’s look at 
Deacon George’s picture and see if he’s wearing one.
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https://youtu.be/dWxTqhPmD_Y


VESTMENTS FOR A PRIEST:
A priest also says special prayers before putting on each piece of his vestments. 
• He also wears a sticharion or tunic (but it’s white) and epimanikia or cuffs. 
• A priest also puts on a epitrachelion or stole. This looks different than a deacon’s stole.
• A zone or belt around his waist
• A phelonion or robe around his shoulders
• Some priests will also wear an epigonation and a cross, if they receive a clerical rank 

such as father confessor, oikonomos, or protopresbyteros

We know a priest is a priest by seeing his epitrachelion or stole. Let’s look at Fr. 
Vasile’s picture and see if he’s wearing one.

VESTMENTS FOR A BISHOP:

A bishop also says special prayers before putting on each of his vestments. There are a lot 
of pieces to his vestments.
• He also wears a white sticharion or tunic
• A bishop’s stole
• A bishop’s belt
• Cuffs
• A sakkos
• An epigonation or bishop’s sword
• A bishop’s omophorion or scarf
• A cross
• A bishop’s mitre or crown
• A staff

We know a bishop is a bishop primarily by his sakkos, but we can also easily recognize 
him if he’s wearing his crown and holding his staff.
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REVIEW:
• What does a deacon do? (He helps a priest or bishop)
• What does a priest do? (He celebrates the services and sacraments at a church. He also 

leads and teaches the people at the church.)
• What does a bishop do? (He is responsible for a group of priests and deacons.)
• How can we recognize a deacon?  

(He is wearing a stole around his shoulder)
• How can we recognize a priest?  

(He is wearing a stole around his neck.)
• How can we recognize a bishop?  

(He is wearing a sakkos, which looks like a fancy tunic or robe.)
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DEACON GEORGE AND FATHER VASiLE 
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LESSON

Refer to pages 25 - 30 in Christ Amongst Us
YouTube: Vested in Grace - The Liturgical Dress of Orthodox Clergy

https://youtu.be/dWxTqhPmD_Y

(Show picture of Deacon George and Father Vasile) A deacon is a helper to a priest or bishop.
He will assist them during church services and also with other tasks such as visiting the 
sick, helping people in need, or however else they are asked to aid their priest or bishop. 
Oftentimes, when a parish has a deacon, he is chosen from the parish community and 
ordained. Deacons can be married, but if they are ordained before they are married, then 
they stay unmarried all of their life. Some parishes have a deacon and some do not. Our 
deacon is Deacon George.

A priest is a helper to his bishop. A priest will lead and teach the people at a church about 
God. He will celebrate all of the services at the church (such as the Divine Liturgy) and 
also the sacraments (such as weddings and baptisms). Priests attend special schools where 
they are trained for teaching and leading their parish community. Priests can be married, 
but if they are ordained before they are married, then they stay unmarried all of their life. 
Every Orthodox church has at least one priest and some have many. Our priest is Father 
Vasile.
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WEEK 21:  SiGHT - CLERGY & VESTMENTS 

HiGH SCHOOL

GOALS
What is the role of a deacon, priest, and bishop?

Explain one way you can tell the difference a deacon, priest, 
and bishop when they are wearing their vestments.

https://youtu.be/dWxTqhPmD_Y


(Show picture of Metropolitan Isaiah) A bishop is responsible for a group of priests and 
deacons. He talks to his priests about news or things they need to know, guides them with 
instruction, and also visits them at their church as often as possible. Bishops also attended 
special schools where they learned about teaching and leading people about God. Bishops 
do not get married. Our bishop lives in Denver, Colorado and is Metropolitan Isaiah of 
Denver.

WHAT ARE VESTMENTS?
Vestments are the special clothing that you see a deacon, priest, or bishop wearing when 
they are serving the Divine Liturgy. You can tell the difference between a deacon, priest, 
and bishop by looking at the type of vestments they are wearing.

The colors of the vestments have meaning as well. Certain colors will be worn for specific 
feast days or periods of the year. For example, throughout most of Great Lent, you will see 
the clergy wearing purple vestments. For Pascha, the clergy will be wearing white 
vestments.

YOUTUBE VIDEO - https://youtu.be/dWxTqhPmD_Y 

VESTED IN GRACE: THE LITURGICAL DRESS OF ORTHODOX CLERGY

This video is less than 14 minutes in length and gives an excellent explanation of the 
different vestments of a deacon, priest, and bishop.

VESTMENTS FOR A DEACON:

A deacon says special prayers before putting on each piece of his vestments. 
• The first garment he puts on is the sticharion or tunic. 
• Next, he puts on his epimanikia or cuffs. 
• Finally, he puts on his orarion or stole/scarf. 

We know a deacon is a deacon by seeing his orarion or deacon’s stole. Let’s look at 
Deacon George’s picture and see if he’s wearing one.
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https://youtu.be/dWxTqhPmD_Y


VESTMENTS FOR A PRIEST:
A priest also says special prayers before putting on each piece of his vestments. 
• He also wears a sticharion or tunic (but it’s white) and epimanikia or cuffs. 
• A priest also puts on a epitrachelion or stole. This looks different than a deacon’s stole.
• A zone or belt around his waist
• A phelonion or robe around his shoulders
• Some priests will also wear an epigonation and a cross, if they receive a clerical rank 

such as father confessor, oikonomos, or protopresbyteros

We know a priest is a priest by seeing his epitrachelion or stole. Let’s look at Fr. 
Vasile’s picture and see if he’s wearing one.

VESTMENTS FOR A BISHOP:

A bishop also says special prayers before putting on each of his vestments. There are a lot 
of pieces to his vestments.
• He also wears a white sticharion or tunic
• A bishop’s stole
• A bishop’s belt
• Cuffs
• A sakkos
• A epigonation or bishop’s sword
• A bishop’s omophorion or scarf
• A cross
• A bishop’s mitre or crown
• A staff

We know a bishop is a bishop primarily by his sakkos, but we can also easily recognize 
him if he’s wearing his crown and holding his staff.

Illumination Learning www.illumination-learning.com



REVIEW:
• What does a deacon do? (He helps a priest or bishop)
• What does a priest do? (He celebrates the services and sacraments at a church. He also 

leads and teaches the people at the church.)
• What does a bishop do? (He is responsible for a group of priests and deacons.)
• How can we recognize a deacon?  

(He is wearing a stole around his shoulder)
• How can we recognize a priest?  

(He is wearing a stole around his neck.)
• How can we recognize a bishop?  

(He is wearing a sakkos, which looks like a fancy tunic or robe.)
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DEACON GEORGE AND FATHER VASiLE 
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