
Jesus in Jerusalem 

Luke 19:45-48

The Temple in Jerusalem was central to the lives of the Jews. The Jews made 
pilgrimages to Jerusalem several times a year and went to the Temple for many 
reasons, some of them being: to pay their annual Temple tax, to offer animal 
sacrifices, and especially for the big feast days - such as Passover (Feast of 
Unleavened Bread), Pentecost (50 days after Passover), and the Feast of Tabernacles.  
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Passover / Feast of 
Unleavened Bread: 

commemorates the 
Jews’ liberation from 
slavery in Egypt & the 
“passing over” of the 

first born Israelites
Pentecost / Feast of 

Weeks: 
Israelites arrival at 
Sinai 50 days after 

Passover
Feast of 

Tabernacles: 
All of Israel would 
camp outside for a 

week & offer 

GOAL 
Why did Jesus drive 

out the moneychangers 
& merchants from the 

Temple?

1
AT CHURCH 
Gospel Readings: 

Judas became 
consumed by greed too 

and betrayed Jesus

2
AT HOME 

We fast on Wednesdays 
in remembrance of 
Judas’ betrayal of 

Jesus.

3

WEEK 18 UPPER ELEMENTARY

Christ Cleanses the Temple 
The Life of Christ with Saint Luke
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The Temple was an huge complex. It had several 
entrances, large stair cases, enormous doors, many 
different sections, and everything elaborately 
decorated. There was so much always going on at 
the Temple - coins dropping into the treasury 
boxes, Levites chanting, people talking (Jesus 
often taught under the porticoes in the Court of 
the Gentiles) and people praying, and the constant 
noise of animals being used as sacrifices. 

On any given day, there would be thousands of 
people working in their different roles and during 
the big feast days, the Temple would be absolutely 
bursting with people! So much so, that the Roman 
Empire had built the Antonia Fortress, a garrison 
equipped with many soldiers, at the northwest 
corner of the Temple Mount in order to watch 
over the crowds going in and out of the Temple.

Among those working at the Temple were the 
money changers and merchants. Have you or your 
parents ever gone to a foreign country? If you are 
using cash in another country, you have to go to a 
place that will exchange your U.S. dollars for the 
local currency. The same was true when you went 
to the Temple in Jerusalem - you needed the coins 
used there and you had to go see the money 
changers to get them in order to purchase 
sacrificial animals or pay your Temple tax.

During this time, coins were not standardized like 
they are today. The weight, size, and purity of the 
metal used for coins varied widely. Therefore, the 
Temple exclusively used the silver shekel of Tyre 
because of its consistent 94% purity of silver.

The thirty pieces of silver paid to 
Judas would have been the silver 
shekel of Tyre. 
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EXTENDED LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES 
 
The Gospel of Luke: Good News for the Poor by Fr. Lawrence Farley, pg 
344-345

The Explanation of the Holy Gospel According to Luke by Blessed 
Theophylact, pg 257-259

The Crucifixion of the King of Glory by Dr. Eugenia Constantinou, 
chapters 5-7

Podcast: Jesus Cleanses the Temple by Dr. Eugenia Constantinou

WEEK 18 UPPER ELEMENTARY

http://www.illumination-learning.com
https://orthodoxbiblestudy.info/jesus-cleanses-the-temple/


Why was Jesus upset with the money changers, 
merchants, and the chief priests?

It was wrong of them to be swindling or cheating 
the people coming to the Temple. This was a holy 
place where the people came to pray and bring 
their offerings to God. Unfortunately, the money 
changers, merchants, and chief priests had become 
more interested in wealth than in God. Jesus told 
them to stop and the chief priests were really done 
with Jesus at this point. They saw Him as 
challenging their authority and infringing on their 
quality of life. Soon, they would be plotting with 
Judas to arrest Jesus.

Activity 1: 

Use the model of the Temple in the classroom and 
explain the different parts to the kids 

Activity 2: 

Complete the next worksheet (attached) for their 
folder.

Sing: 
O Holy Apostles 
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FOR PARENTS

A nd He looked up and saw 

the rich putting their gifts 

into the treasury, and He 

saw also a certain poor widow putting 

in two mites. So He said, “Truly I say 

to you that this poor widow has put in 

more than all; for all these out of their 

abundance have put in offerings for 

God, but she out of her poverty put in 

all the livelihood that she had.”

Luke 21:1-4

 

“When the Lord renders to each his 
due reward, He does not consider the 
amount given but the amount left.”

St. Theophylact 
The Explanation of the Holy Gospel of Luke 
page 269
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Christ Cleanses the Temple 
At Home

HOME ACTIVITY #18 

The Rich Family in Church - Read and discuss this 
story with your family in relation to “Jesus Cleanses the 
Temple” and “The Widow’s Two Mites.” What can our 
family do this Lent to give sacrificially?
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Jesus Cleanses the Temple 
Luke 19:45-48 

Jesus protested against the 
commercialization of the 
Temple. 

The moneychangers, 
merchants, and chief priests 
had made the Temple a place 
of robbery instead of a place 
of prayer to God.

At the time of Jesus, 
there were a lot of 
variations between 
the same coins - size, 
w e i g h t , a n d t h e 
purity of the metal. 
The silver shekel of 
Tyre was different 
though. They were consistently 94% pure silver 
and the required coin to use at the Temple. You 
would have to go to the money changers to get 
your silver shekel and then be able to pay your 
Temple tax or to purchase animals from the 
merchants at the Temple. Unfortunately, the 
moneychangers and merchants were not being 
honest with the people who came to the Temple 

The 30 pieces of silver paid to 

_______________ would have 

been the silver shekel of Tyre.

Find Tyre on your classroom map and then 
label it on your map.
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